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Newsletter to Olton and WW CC Members and VPs


Editor: Phil Williams � HYPERLINK "mailto:pjw116@talktalk.net" ��pjw116@talktalk.net�    079 66 806 947


April 2009





Welcome to a new season


A new season is fast approaching and the first league match is on May 2nd when the 1st XI is at home to Coleshill. Amongst several changes for the 2009 all 1st XI matches will begin at 12 noon while all the 2nd XI matches will begin at 12.30. Therefore close of play will be about 7 pm, so if you are coming down to watch the last hour be aware that games will finish earlier than last year!


Other changes mean that every club has to use the ECB’s play-cricket web site. We have been putting full scorecards on our website for many years now, but every club has to do it from this season within 72 hours of the completion of a match.


The country’s new immigration laws mean that it is harder for cricketers to get into the country under the new managed migration system and it may mean that we will see fewer overseas players in 2009.


We hopefully have managed to attract a young player from Australia, but his arrival is dependent on him achieving a coaching qualification before he leaves. More later when we definitely know.


Meanwhile you will find all our fixtures on our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.olton.play-cricket.com" ��www.olton.play-cricket.com�








Quiz Night Success





Congratulations to Jon Stott who organised a very popular quiz ‘n’ curry night at the club recently. There was a great party atmosphere and loads of teams bringing everyone together towards the end of the winter and before the start of the season. Well done and thanks, Jon.





Winter Coaching


As always throughout the months from Christmas to Easter the club has been practising hard.


Thursday night at Tudor Grange is when the majority of the club is practising but there is also a group of members there on a Tuesday night. On the Thursday the adult members follow on after the youth teams have finished at 8.30. Prior to the adult members Olton’s u11s are there from 6 pm and then the u13s and u15s are there from 7.15. The u17s are practising with the adults and being specifically coached by Phil Vann and in recent weeks it has been great to see so many club members down there.


And of course at Langley School on Friday evenings we have had lots of young players playing Kwik Cricket.





Cricket Force Day


Sat April 4th





As usual the club will be taking part in cricket force day. We have loads of little jobs to do to make the club presentable for the start of the season. Members will be down at the club from 10 am and working through till somewhere between four and five o’clock.


The special cricket force day t shirts have arrived for the hardy souls who come down and this year we are going to run some cricket on the outfield for any youngsters who come down with their dads.





Award Winners


During the close season two members have received awards. Phil Budd received the prestigious MCCC Norman Sharp Long Service Award and Babar Khan Cricketer of the Year Playing award. These were awarded at the MCCC Annual Dinner at the Tally Ho club on the Pershore Road in Edgbaston. Mike Hendrick was the main speaker and was delightfully humorous with his cricket tales and the comedian Paul Levent brought the evening to fine close. This was a well attended event, despite the current economic situation and was appreciated by many people who said it was the best dinner in recent times. Olton’s own Alan George was MC and a very fine job he did too.





Youth team members in Warwickshire Winter Coaching Programmes


Young club members achieved success at winter trials and were selected to practise in the winter programmes. These included Gary Hawkins and Jon Webb for u17s; Liam Gately at u16; Callum Reilly at u15; Bobby Moseley at u13 and William Rigg at u10.


Other players were selected to practise with the Solihull District Cricket Board and these included George Jones, Michael Moulton and Henry Brookes at u11; Dan Coulthurst, Rishi Patel, George Rees and Sam Moulton at u13 and Jaspal Jheeta, Joe Gavin and Dan Ceillam at u15. 


Congratulations to them all. 


This season with so many players we are running two sides in the u13 competition and in a novel experiment we are running an u10 side in conjunction with Moseley CC sharing venues and mixing the 8 a side team  with four players from each club. All this in addition to our usual 11-13-15 and 17s.





New Coaches


There are two reasons for being able to run extra sides. Firstly, we shall be using the ground at Tudor Grange School for some of the matches. Last season when we had only one ground there was considerable pressure on the one ground but now that we have two again that pressure is relieved. Secondly we have extra coaches. Mukesh Patel did his course last winter, Phil Budd completed his, Aftab has joined us, Marc Webb has his qualifications and Steve Wallis has virtually completed his level 2. With Gary Hawkins helping out and young Chris Barrows doing the Introductory Course we have lots of help. Chris is aiming to get further coaching qualifications so that he can go to Australia, and that is so encouraging that our members are going out there.  So members, although we have more coaches we still need more and like Chris it opens up opportunities for you young players.








